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1. How does this segment develop the theme of the geographical/ethnic advance of the proclamation of the gospel presented in the key verse of the book, Acts 1:8? What is the new “geographic target” in this movement of the book? Trace the development of this theme through this section of Acts. You’ll note a definite transition in the audience of the gospel in these chapters. Trace that transition. (Remember that it is geographical, religious, and ethnic.)
 
Between Acts 8-12, we see the good news begin to spread. With the death of Stephen, the first martyr, we see the church begin to be scattered. Without the martyrdom of Stephen, the church would not have felt the intensity of the persecution that was sweeping through all the provinces of Judea and Samaria (Acts 8: 1)Second, because of Peters' courage and boldness in preaching the good news to the Gentiles, we see Gentiles being accepted into the kingdom of God. Although these things were very confusing to the Jews, they may have explained the meaning of Jesus' words to the apostles, "You will be my witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria ", “even to the ends of the earth." (Acts 1": 8). How they will witness the end of the world; doesn’t everyone appreciate the good news? Third, we see Saul's conversion as a starting point for the good news outside, as far as Rome, 1,434 miles from Jerusalem.
2. What other major themes are developed in Acts 8–12 (of the nine themes identified by Fowler in his video presentation “The Key Themes of Acts”)?  

Upon reading Acts 8-12, there are many themes we pick up on in these sections. The first theme I want to start off with however, I believe could easily be looked over if you aren’t paying close attention. Going back to one of the main themes of the entire book of Acts is found in Acts 1:8,  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”. Ironically, the first verse I want to focus on is a palindrome to Acts 1:8; we will look at Acts 8:1 which states, “And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.” (Underline mine for emphasis). 

One of the first things I notices is that Saul is present and introduced here. Secondly, it was at the moment of Stephen being martyred that caused the church to spread. This section is huge in understanding Saul’s role in the spreading of the gospel. Before he was even converted, God still used him to serve his ultimate purpose. The second theme is that the Kingdom isn’t just for the Jews but God is using his people to extend the gospel to Samaritans. In Acts 8:4-25, we see Phillip preaching to Samaritans and they receive the Holy Spirit! We also see Phillip helping the Ethiopian Eunuch who was most likely Jewish, a full proselyte, or a proselyte of the gate
 understand Isaiah 53:3-12. 
The third theme is found in Acts 10 where Peter receives a vision about unclean foods three times. Then soon after, three men knock on the door and Peter realized that the vision meant that the Kingdom of God was no longer just for the Jews, but for all people, Jews and Gentiles. Following this, in Acts 10:44-48, we see that the gentiles also receive the Holy Spirit in a very similar manner that the apostle originally did! The fourth and final theme is Saul’s conversion and the introduction to Paul’s Missions. In Acts 9, we see Saul being introduced in a way that will shift everything we’ve thought about him so far. Saul see Jesus on the road to Damascus and immediately is blinded. For three days he remains blind and then when healed (by the power of Jesus through Aeneas), he suddenly has his physical sight restored, but his spiritual sight becomes alive for the first time. Because of this, Saul becomes one of the main men to start taking the gospel to the ends of the earth. 
3. Luke records the evangelistic encounter of Peter with Cornelius and his household in chapter 10 and Peter’s defense of his fellowship with these Gentiles in chapter 11. Read the account of what Peter said to the household of Cornelius to identify and present the core elements of Peter’s preaching of the gospel to Gentiles. How do these compare to the core elements you identified in Peter’s preaching to the Jews in the first movement of the book of Acts? What changes does Peter make in his approach to the Gentiles, and what is the significance of those changes?

When Peter presents the gospel to the Gentiles, he shares the core principles, however, because the Gentiles don’t understand all things the Jews would, Peter presents in a way that will make sense to them. He starts by summarizing Jesus’ earthly ministry and the baptism by John because this was something that would’ve been familiar to the Gentiles who lived in Israel. In Peter’s evangelistic address, he concentrated not on the teachings of Christ as much as His actions, in particular His death and resurrection, the particular components of the gospel most relevant to a Gentile audience.
 In fact, in Acts10:36,  Peter used the term “the logos” to which Ger explains the reason for this was because it stressed that Jesus was the Christos, the Messiah, the Lord of all, Jews and Gentiles alike.
 We can learn a lot by studying the way Peter chooses to preach to different audiences. Today it is just as important for us to know our audience and what way is best to present to the gospel to all people.  
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